
G R A C E  M A R T I N  S C H O O L
S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 2  /  S a f a r  4 ,  1 4 4 4We begin every journey 

with Bismillah

Sakinah Kindergarten
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Welcome to 



We acknowledge that we are on Treaty 6 territory, a 

traditional meeting grounds, gathering place, and 

travelling route to the Cree, Saulteaux, Blackfoot, Métis, 

Dene and Nakota Sioux. We acknowledge all the many First 

Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose footsteps have marked 

these lands for centuries.

TREATY 6 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT



SAKINAH CIRCLE
An Alternative Program teaching 
the Alberta Program of Studies 
through a Qur’anic Worldview.



About me: 
Zainab Basheer

Education: B.A., B.Ed., M.Ed.
York University, Toronto

Experience: 19 years,  5th year in 
Kindergarten

Languages: Tamil, Malayalam, English, 
Urdu/ Hindi, Arabic



A Day with us…

…begins with Qur’an.



Morning Circle

Daily reading

Table work

A Day in Kindergarten…
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A Day in Kindergarten…

Qur’an

Arabic

Recess
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A Day in Kindergarten …



Kindergarten Program of  Study
Numeracy

Physical Education

Literacy

Social Studies

Science

Health

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en / <<-- New curriculum

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/
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Yearly themes

Project based learning

Cross-curricular

Historically rooted, nature-focused, community-service oriented.

HOW DO WE TEACH WITH THE QUR’ANIC WORLDVIEW?
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

Theme: Nurturing with Sakinah

Guiding Question: How we do nurture our 
body, mind, and heart?  

Cross-curricular Project: “My Nurturing ABC”
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

A is for Alhamdulillah.
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

A is for Alhamdulillah.
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

I is for imagination.
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

I is for imagination.
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

“My Nurturing ABC” Book
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

“My Nurturing ABC” Book
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

Last Year’s Theme: The Traveler
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A Deeper Look at Qur’anic Worldview in KG 

This Year’s Theme:  Longing to Belong

The Qur’anic worldview:

v Surely to Allah we belong and to Him we will return.

v We have been created diversely: colours, languages, families, 
communities.

v No one has superiority over another except by piety and good 
deeds.

v The earth is our dwelling for a while- a temporary home.

v Our intentions, good deeds, and taqwa are essentials for our 
return.



Seek Adab before you seek knowledge.

v Our expectations are that students will be 
Intentional, Respectful, Responsible, Real, and 
Reflective. This begins at home.

v Children are expected to have good adab and be 
ready to listen and learn. Learning cannot take place 
without respect and adab.

v 3 reminders à removed from activity, name tag off.

v If we are concerned about behavior,  parents will be 
contacted.

Adab (Spiritual Etiquette)



Seek Adab before you seek knowledge.

Rules and Routines

v Learning cannot take place without respect and adab.

v September is time to enforce rules and routines.

v We expect students to become independent and efficient in
following routines, and becoming independent.

v In October, November we will be contacting parents for those 
children who are experiencing difficulties to discuss how we 
can help them. 

v When students have conflicts at play, we remind them, the 
best thing you can do is : STOP, WALK AWAY, and TELL AN 
ADULT.



Assessments & Progress Reports

- 4 Terms: November, February, April, June.

- How do we assess? Samples, 
observations, conversations. 

- EYE reports in November. 

- Levels and comments for other terms. No 
grades in KG.

- Parent teacher conferences will be 
scheduled in November. 



What happens if  my child needs more support?

Program unit funding (PUF) is provided by Alberta Education for children with a diagnosis of a severe 
disability or delay. This funding is used for specialized supports and services such as Speech Language 
Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, Psychologist, Behaviour Consultant.

EYE Reports 
October

• Parent meeting
• SLS consent & observation

IPP generated 
or continued

• Parent meeting
• Follow up with IPP goals

SLS team 
supports

• SLP/ OT / PT support
• IPP continued, goals tracked



How can you help at home?
v Establish routines and independence.

v Read daily à library, RAZ-Kids online reading 
program that starts in November. 

v Recite Qur’an daily à Qur’an for KG note sent home.

v Write daily àjournal, printing books.

v Practice letters, sounds, numbers, sight words using 
resources sent home or posted on Google Classroom.

v Spend quality time with your child outdoors.



WHY NOT MORE HOMEWORK?
• EQUITY FOR ALL STUDENTS:  Home situations, resources, and parent time are not equal. Not all 

kids get the same level of support at home.

• STRESS AND FAMILY FIGHTING:  Homework is a known source of stress and fighting for families.  
Homework adds to it.

• SMALL ACADEMIC BENEFITS: Research shows the level of academic benefit to be negligible. It’s not a 
good investment time.

• CHEATING: Students  can copy assignments. Some parents do homework for their kids.

• DIFFICULT TO DIFFERENTIATE:  Students have different interests levels and abilities. One may need extra 
practice that another doesn’t.

• REUDCES LOVE OF LEARNING:  Motivation is key. Students are either curious and want to learn or they’re 
reluctant and forced to do it.



The journey continues, 
insha Allah…



Questions?

The Prophet (saws) said:

‘Among the Muslims the most perfect, as 
regards his faith, is the one whose 
character is excellent.”



Thank you
JazakumuLlahu khayr
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Baraka Box Projects
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The Sunflower Project



God is Beautiful 
& loves Beauty…

~ Sahih Muslim 91


