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SAKINAH CIRCLE

An Alternative Program teaching
the Alberta Program of Studies
through a Qur'anic Worldview.




Education: B.A., B.Ed., M.Ed.
York University, Toronto

Experience: 19 years, 5th yearin
Kindergarten

Languages: Tamil, Malayalam, English,
Urdu/ Hindi, Arabic
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Kindergarten Program of Study

Literacy Numeracy Science

Social Studies Physical Education Health

https: / /www.learnalberta.ca/content /mychildslearning /

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en / <<-- New curriculum



https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/

AT A GLANCE

EARLY
LITERACY

A is for apple. Your child will begin to
understand that letters have sounds and

that together those sounds form words and
carry meaning. They will have fun sharing
their ideas and experiences, forming letters,
printing their names and playing with the new
words they learn.

PERSONAL AND
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

I know how to act and how to work and play
with others. Kindergarten children develop
ways to express their feelings positively

and to show respect and care for others.
Trying new things and taking risks give them
confidence in their ability to learn so they take
responsibility for completing activities.

KINDERGARTEN & *

> @ MATHEMATICS
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Learning numbers and solving problems

with patterns. Your child will represent and
describe quantities of things up to 10. They
will understand and create repeating patterns
and compare objects based on their attributes.
They will solve problems involving numbers,
patterns and objects, and connect numbers to
their everyday life.

PHYSICAL SKILLS
AND WELL-BEING

A healthy body is part of a healthy life. Your
child will begin to develop a love for physical
activity through movement, games and
activities. They will use a variety of equipment
and see that they have the power to make
healthy food choices and play safely.

-

N

CITIZENSHIP AND
IDENTITY

@

I am unique and I belong! Your child will
develop a strong sense of identity, self-esteem
and belonging by exploring their environment
and sharing stories. They will see themselves
as unique and discover the connections they
have with others.

%’ CREATIVE EXPRESSION

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder! Drama,
art, music and dance give your child ways to
express their ideas and feelings, to bring their
imagination to life and to see their creativity in
a variety of forms. Your child will respond to
objects and art, explore music and dance, and
develop confidence through drama.

Kindergarten is a wonderful way for your child to discover what school
is like and to have fun while learning new things. In this exciting new
community, children’s natural curiosity and eagerness to learn are
structured through organized activities and purposeful play. Your
child will interact, imagine, experiment and explore to add to their
knowledge, learn new skills and practise what they’ve learned.

ENVIRONMENT AND
COMMUNITY AWARENESS

A

What do | see, smell and hear in my
community? How do | shape the environment?
Kindergarten children explore materials, build
structures and use technology to explore,
investigate and describe their world. They see
similarities and differences and become aware
of how one action can cause something else.







A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

NURTURING WITH SAKINAH
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Theme: Nurturing with Sakinah

Guiding Question: How we do nurture our

body, mind, and heart?

Cross-curricular Project: "My Nurturing ABC”

Math
Patterns in Na
Counting our Ble:
Exponential Increase with Goodness
Apportionment (Tagdir)
Precise Measurement

Science

Wonder and Awe in Nature
Looking Up, Down, In and Out
Gycles of Sustenance, Growth, Pr
Imam Gl

Processes of Cleansing ”
Environmental Protection
Land Conservancy and Community Pastures

ali on

Health & Wellness
Nourish to Flourish:
Tood, Fitess, Rest, Self-Care, Recreation
Five Senses
tems, Digestion, Respiration
Three States of the Nafs
Diseases of the Heart
Purification
Prophetic Medicine
Natural Medicine

Body

Learning to Look

9
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Nurturing Etiquettes
Seck to develop lagud

te falseness

e a sense of true worth
Contemplate

Critical Attributes
Intentional . Respectful

Responsible . Reflective . Real

Listening to the Heart
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Fine Arts
Harmony and Balance in Design
Beauty and Elegance with Ihsan
Sensitivity in Expression
Islamic Architecture

Language Arts (English & Arabic)
Literacy of the Heart
Names of Remembrance
Stories, Parables and Poems that Nurture
‘The Prophets — Perfect Nurturers
Naning of on
Wonder Journals

Social Studies
One Multicultural and Diverse Ummah
Family, Friends, Community
Stewardship, Justice, Human Rights
Quality of Life
Heritage and Identity

Wagf
Schools, Libraries, Hospitals
Rabats, Public Baths
Trade Caravans, Caravanserais
‘Water Works
Postal System

Seeing the Signs

Sakinah Circle Thematic Learning (2020 - 2021) (&)




A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

A is for Alhamdulillah.
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A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

A is for Alhamdulillah.
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A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

lis for imaginatiom.




A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

lis for imagination.

I is for imagination.
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A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG
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A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

“Mg Nurturing ABC” Book
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A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

| ast Year’s Theme: The Traveler

“ssentials for

My Heart
 Fills With Happiness
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Intention

Attributes of
the True Traveler
Intentional
Responsible
Respectful
Reflective

Real
N

S Seeker of Knowledge

Explorer
Pilgrim
Trader Migrant
Displaced Tourist
Refugee
Nomad Visitor

Language Arts (English & Arabic) Tancls of Propheis s Ming Hijra
s Spiritual Static

Rihla  Tiwvel licramre  Poctry  Parables
Tiavelers thr Timelines Mathen

Direction Ma

o Turtle Island

Health & Wellness St

we Distance Perspective Focus Riythin
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A Deeper Look at Qur'anic Worldview in KG

LWWB% | ' This Year’s Theme: Longing to Belong
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The Qur’anic worldview:
*%* Surely to Allah we belong and to Him we will return.

*%* We have been created diversely: colours, languages, families,
communities.

L0

* No one has superiority over another except by piety and good
deeds.

*%* The earth is our dwelling for a while- a temporary home.

»* Our intentions, good deeds, and taqwa are essentials for our
return.

fihelearth is our/dwelling for'a while:

>~ ©2022 Muslim Education Foundation Sakinah Circle Thematic Learning
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Adab (Spiritual Etiquette)
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Our expectations are that students will be
Intentional, Respectful, Responsible, Real, and

Reflective. This begins at home.

Children are expected to have good adab and be
ready to listen and learn. Learning cannot take place

without respect and adab.

3 reminders = removed from activity, name tag off.

If we are concerned about behavior, parents will be
contacted.




Rules and Routines

Seek Adab before you seek knowlecﬂge.

Adojptsod x g AAL L 22N

¢ Learning cannot take place without respect and adab.
¢ September is time to enforce rules and routines.

¢ We expect students to become independent and efficient in
following routines, and becoming independent.

+** In October, November we will be contacting parents for those
children who are experiencing difficulties to discuss how we
can help them.

*¢* When students have conflicts at play, we remind them, the
best thing you can do is : STOP, WALK AWAY, and TELL AN

ADULT.
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Teacher Assessment
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Child Report, Assessment Date: May 3, 2018

Sample School

Your child's dassroom teacher has recently completed the Early Years Evaluation-Teacher Assessment (EYE-TA). The EYE-TA
enables teachers to determine each child's progress and provide meaningful instruction to meet their needs. The EYE-TA assesses

five areas of early learning closely associated with children’s success at school.

The results for your child are presented below.

Name:

Description of the developmental areas:

Date of Birth:

Child’s results

A of Self and E
- a child's understanding of the world and his or her ability to make connections with home
and community experiences.
- for example, a child's ability to:
* identify commonly used signs such as stop and exit
* understand positional concepts such as front and back
* recognize body parts such as their chin and shoulder

Social Skills and Approaches to Learning
- a child's attentiveness during dassroom activities and his or her ability to interact with peers
while respecting the classroom rules.

- for example, a child’s ability to:

« finish one activity before starting another

* take turns in small groups

* play well with others

Cognitive Skills
- a child's basic math and pre-reading skills and his or her ability to solve problems.
- for example, a child's ability to:

* name letters and sounds

* count numbers and form sets of objects

| > B

Language and Communication
- a child's understanding of spoken language and his or her ability to express thoughts and
feelings.
- for example, a child's ability to:
* listen to and understand instructions, discussions and stories
* use full sentences (S to 7 words) that others can easily understand
» verbalize how they are feeling

Physical Development
Fine motor: a child's ability to perform small movements that require hand-eye coordination.
- for example, a child's ability to:

* use crayons, pencils, and scissors

Gross motor: a child's ability to perform large movements that involve arms, legs, and body.
- for example, a child's ability to:
« balance, jump and skip

Fine Motor  Gross Motor

-The language of this report may be different from the language that was used to assess your child.

Explanation of Results

- This child can achieve the tasks in this developmental area.

This child is experiencing some difficulty in achieving the tasks in this developmental area.

A This child is experiencing significant difficulty in achieving the tasks in this developmental area.

@ This child did not complete enough tasks in this developmental area to provide a result.

If you would like more information about this assessment, or suggestions for helping your child, we invite you to contact the classroom

teacher.

Assessments & Progress Reports

4 Terms: November, February, April, June.

How do we assess? Samples,
observations, conversations.

EYE reports in November.

Levels and comments for other terms. No
grades in KG.

Parent teacher conferences will be
scheduled in November,



What happens if my child needs more support?

Program unit funding (PUF) is provided by Alberta Education for children with a diagnosis of a severe
disability or delay. This funding is used for specialized supports and services such as Speech Language
Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, Psychologist, Behaviour Consultant.

* Parent meeting
LG o SIS consent & observation

October

IPP generated

Follow up with IPP goails

or continued

* Parent meeting }

SLP/ OT / PT support
IPP continued, goals tracked

SLS team
supports




How can you help at home?

Establish routines and independence.

Read daily =2 library, RAZ-Kids online reading
program that starts in November.

Recite Qur'an daily = Qur’an for KG note sent home.

Write daily = journal, printing books.

Practice letters, sounds, numbers, sight words using
resources sent home or posted on Google Classroom.

Spend quality time with your child outdoors.

rod d




WHY NOT_MORE HOMEWORK?

EQUITY FOR ALL STUDENTS: Home situations, resources, and parent time are not equal. Not all
kids get the same level of support at home.

STRESS AND FAMILY FIGHTING: Homework is a known source of stress and fighting for families.
Homework adds to it.

SMALL ACADEMIC BENEFITS: Research shows the level of academic benefit to be negligible. It’s not a
good investment time.

CHEATING: Students can copy assignments. Some parents do homework for their kids.

DIFFICULT TO DIFFERENTIATE: Students have different interests levels and abilities. One may need extra
practice that another doesn't.

REUDCES LOVE OF LEARNING: Motivation is key. Students are either curious and want to learn or they’re
reluctant and forced to do it.



The journey continues,
insha Allah...




Questions?

The Proplﬁet (saws) said:

‘Among the Muslims the most Pemccct, as
regards his ?aith, is the one whose
character is excellent.”




Thank you
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NQTIE: )

Indeed

We created humang
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The Suntlower Prcy’ect




God is Beautiful
& loves E)eautg. ..

~ Sahih Muslim 91




